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rofessor Bauer was a gifted teacher, yet I believe that I learned

more from him outside the classroom. He always instructed

us to interweave primary sources when researching history.

However, in the conference room he taught me how to solve
disagreements over coffee with one’s interlocutors, as well as how to
deftly express nuance in the English language.

For more than three decades, I had the privilege to study under
Professor Yehuda Bauer in various professional capacities: as my
professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem; editor-in-chief of
Holocaust and Genocide Studies; director of Yad Vashem’s International
Holocaust Research Institute; independent advisor for the Task Force
for International Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance
and Research (ITF); Honorary Chairman of the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA); and as a world-renowned speaker who
gave talks—usually without notes—in classrooms, parliaments, online,
and in various forums.

In May 1998, Professor Yehuda Bauer began his formal association
with the Swedish government as an advisor to the ITE. However, Bauer’s
connection with high-ranking Swedish representatives had already
begun several months earlier. Since I may be the only person who
attended that first May 1998 ITF meeting who is still actively involved
with THRA, I shall try to shed some light on how our Israeli professor
became connected to this international forum.

On August 22, 1997, Swedish Minister Thage Peterson’s office
convened a meeting to discuss various ideas “in the wake of the disturbing
tindings of the poll of Swedish youngsters” (See Fig. 1.) Bauer attended
this meeting together with Israeli Ambassador to Sweden Gideon Ben

*  Formerly known as the Task Force for International Cooperation on Holocaust
Education, Remembrance, and Research, or the ITF.
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Ami and Mr. Henrik Bachner, a member of the Jewish community.
After he returned to Israel, he updated Yad Vashem’s Chairman at the
time, Avner Shalev about this discussion. Bauer appears to have clearly
understood that the Swedish government was planning a serious initiative
to promote Holocaust awareness on a national level.

Bauer, together with Shalev, issued a follow-up letter to Peterson
on September 1, 1997, outlining several avenues of possible cooperation
between Yad Vashem and Swedish institutions, “through the good
offices of the Israeli embassy, and with the involvement of the Jewish
community.” (See Fig. 1.)

On November 25, 1997, Shalev wrote another letter to Minister
Thage Peterson outlining proposed educational programming for Swedish
educators (see Fig. 2). An additional two-page written proposal was
included with the letter, which suggested the use of teaching kits and
multimedia tools. Bauer, who was copied on Shalev’s letter, undoubtedly
encouraged the development of this written proposal.

On December 9, 1997, Sweden’s “Living History Project” plan was
outlined by Swedish Prime Minister G6éran Persson. In a letter from
Swedish Ambassador John HM Hagard, Hagard wrote that their goal
was to stimulate “discussion on such values as compassion, democracy
and the equal value of all people, using the Holocaust as a point of
departure” (See Fig. 3.) This national initiative sought to organize
Holocaust memorial ceremonies on January 27; provide parents and the
general public with a book about the Holocaust; support educators with
trainings and tools; buttress research and instruction on the Holocaust
and genocide on the university level; support Holocaust survivor groups;
erect a Holocaust memorial in the Swedish capital; encourage study tours
to the Auschwitz Birkenau State Museum in Poland; and more. In this
memorandum the Swedish government stated that it would allocate 15
million Swedish krona for these Holocaust initiatives aimed to foster
Holocaust education, remembrance, and research.

A short time thereafter, in early December, Professor Bauer attended
the London Conference on Nazi Gold. During this international gathering
of representatives from some forty countries, he met the director-general
for Political Affairs of the Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Ulf
Hjertonsson. On the sidelines of this conference, Hjertonsson apparently
briefed Bauer about components of the Living History Project plan.

Following this discussion Bauer wrote Hjertonsson another letter,
dated January 7, 1998. In Bauer’s words Hjertonsson “kindly encouraged”
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the Israeli professor to contact him concerning “the programs of teaching
about the Holocaust, genocide, and problems affecting education about
democracy in general.” In this missive Bauer noted that he was aware of
the “varieties of programs” initiated by Swedish Prime Minister Géran
Persson and that he was “very appreciative of this effort” In his typical
savvy diplomatic manner, Bauer underscored that “we have no wish to
try and teach our Swedish friends what to do and how to do it”; politely
suggesting, once again, some areas where Yad Vashem “could be of
some help” Bauer also referred to his earlier exchange with Minister
Thage Peterson, mentioning that he was “aware of the Riksdag meeting
on January 7, 1998, in Stockholm and extended Yad Vashem’s sincere
interest to cooperate (see Fig. 4).

On March 11, 1998, Hjertonsson visited Yad Vashem, and further
discussions about possible cooperation took place in Jerusalem. On April
1, Hjertonsson invited Bauer to attend an event in Stockholm scheduled
on Thursday, May 7, titled “Tell Ye Your Children.” On April 20, Bauer
replied that he would “be delighted to prepare a short presentation
of what Yad Vashem is doing in the sphere of education,” as well as
how he sees “the issues at hand.” Bauer very much supported “the idea
of international cooperation on all issues of education, research, and
publication,” stating that “the addition of Sweden and its participation
in these efforts will be most welcome.” (See Fig. 5.)

At the end of Bauer’s letter, he emphasized that he “personally,
and Yad Vashem as an institution, will be happy to cooperate” He also
mentioned that a request had been made to the Swedish Prime Minister’s
office to permit an “educational expert” to accompany him to Stockholm
at Yad Vashem’s expense. That “educational expert” was me (see Fig. 5).

During the morning of May 7, Professor Bauer and I sat next to
each other at the Tell Ye Your Children conference. At the time I was a
junior staff member tasked to take copious notes and formulate a detailed
trip report for Yad Vashem’s administration. During the proceedings I
passed a short note in Hebrew to Professor Bauer, asking him, “What
do the Swedes want to do? Build a Holocaust museum?” he contended
that “he had no idea.”

On May 7, 1998, the ITF—now known as IHRA—was established
in Stockholm. During the event, which included speakers representing
the governments of the United Kingdom and the United States, Persson
announced the Swedish government’s keen interest for “increased
international cooperation.” After the morning session internal talks among
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representatives of the three governments were led by Ulf Hjertonsson,
with a view to “formulate a plan for continued joint activities.” During
this closed afternoon meeting, Professor Yehuda Bauer was officially
asked by the Swedish government representatives to be a close advisor
to the ITF (see Fig. 6).

Clearly no one who attended the May 7, 1998, meeting in Stockholm
could have predicted what would follow, and how the ITF would gradually
expand and develop over the next couple of decades.

On September 25, 1998, representatives to the ITF convened for
the second time in person in Washington, D.C., including delegates
from two new member countries: Germany and Israel. By this time
it became clear that Professor Yehuda Bauer had assumed the role of
an independent advisor to the ITF, even though he was still affiliated
with the International Institute for Holocaust Research at Yad Vashem.
Over the next few months, additional European countries would join
these efforts.

When examining documents about the genesis of the ITF/
IHRA, it becomes clear how much Professor Bauer impressed Swedish
officials—both professionally and personally. The rapport that he initially
established in Stockholm, and beyond, ultimately propelled him to
become the Honorary Chairman of an international body of thirty-five
member countries.

In addition, these documents shed light on Professor Bauer’s initial
perception that Yad Vashem’s educational expertise could assist the
Swedish authorities. More than a year following his first meeting with
Thage Peterson, it appears, however, that the Swedish government
preferred to develop a multilateral structure to foster Holocaust education
rather than a bilateral cooperation agreement.

Professor Bauer was strongly committed to the mission of the
ITF/THRA until his death at the age of ninety-eight. Despite his failing
health, his dedication never waned, and his resolve to promote Holocaust
Studies on the global level became ever more emboldened.

May his memory continue to inspire us at Yad Vashem, in IHRA,
and beyond.
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Fig. 1: Letter from both
Chairman of the Yad Vashem
Directorate Avner Shalev

and Professor Yehuda Bauer
to Swedish Minister Thage
Peterson, at the Swedish
Prime Minister’s Office, dated
September 1, 1997. Document
in possession of the author
and in the Yad Vashem
administrative archive.
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25 November 1997

H.E. Minister Thage G. Peterson
Prime Minister’s Office
Rosenbad 4

§-10333

Stockholm

Sweden

Dear Mr. Peterson,

I understand that the Swedish government is now taking concrete steps to require that
the Holocaust be taught to school-age children throughout the country. First and

foremost, I would like to congratulate you on this important endeavor, particularly in
light of the recent findings among Swedish youngsters’ knowledge about this subject.

As you may know from your meeting with Professor Yehuda Bauer on August 22,
Yad Vashem has extensive experience in working with teachers all over the world.
Yad Vashem organizes teacher-training courses in numerous languages (English,
Spanish, French, Polish, German - just to name a few), and we would be honored to
organize a course for Swedish educators as well. Since the coordinating such a course
requires much time and effort on both sides, we would like to suggest that Mr. UIf
Martensson of your Ministry attend our upcoming winter institute, December 29, 1997
- January 21, 1998, or summer institute, June 29 -July 22, 1998. I have enclosed a
brochure on these courses for your information.

Yad Vashem is very eager to assist your government in educating Swedish pupils
about the Holocaust, and ] very much hope that we will have an opportunity to work
with Mr. Martensson, as well as Swedish teachers, in the near future.

Please feel free 1o contact the via fax (972-‘.’-643-f 511) if youhave any questions or
concemns, and I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

A L= ‘ :
Lrsme, Shele s
Avner Shalev R
Chairman of the Directorate

cc: Professor Yehuda Bauer
Motti Shalem

7 JERUSALEM 97034, FAX 6323521 OP2 TEL 6751611 D0 91034 DbSpyas 3rr

Fig. 2: Letter from the Chairman of the Yad Vashem Directorate Avner
Shalev to Swedish Minister Thage Peterson, dated November 25, 1997.

Document in possession of the author and in the
Yad Vashem administrative archive.
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EMBASSY OF SWEDEN
TEL Aviv
Tel Aviv, 09 December 1997

The Ambassador

Director Avner Shalev
Yad Vashem

P.O0. box 3477

91034 Jerusalem

Swedish Information Project on the Holocaust
{1 encl.)

Dear Sir,

Some time ago the Cabinet Office, upon instruction of
the Swedish Government, created a group within its
Information Office - Information Rosenbad - with
special responsibility for information activities on
the Holocaust. On 27 November 1997, Prime Minister
Goran Persson informed the Swedish Parliament of the
Government's initiative to increase public awareness
of this dark chapter in the history of humankind by
presenting the Government's plan for the Living
History Project. You will find enclosed the
Government action plan presented by the Prime
Minister to Parliament.

The purpose of the project is to strengthen already
ongoing efforts to spread knowledge and awareness in
public schools, homes, associations and other
institutions of the terrible lessons to be learnt
from the Holocaust. Its main objective is to increase
public awareness and understanding - specially among
younger generations - of the distortion of human
values that made the annihilation of six million Jews
during the Second World War possible. By stimulating
discussion of such values as compassion, democracy
and the equal value of all people, using the
Holocaust as a point of departure, the project will
contribute to an increased understanding of the
lessons to be learnt from the horrors of a dark past.

Yours sincerely,

)‘j’,z(./LL C L»‘[/“
- JOT? HM Hagard

Address Telephone Fax Telex E-mail

4, Weizmann Street +9723 695 8111 +9723 6958116 33650 ‘swembtiv@trendline o il
64 239 TEL AVIV

ISRAEL

Fig. 3: Letter from the Embassy of Sweden in Tel Aviv, John HM Hagard, to
Yad Vashem’s director Avner Shalev, dated December 9, 1997. Document in
possession of the author and in the Yad Vashem administrative archive.
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Mr. Ulf EjerLonsson

Direcetor-General for PoliLical Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affaire

Gustav Adolfs torg 1

§-103 23 Stovkholm

Sweden

Janvary 7, 1998

Dear Mr, Iljsrtonsson,

We met lately, ol the London "gold* conference, and you very
kindly encouraged me to write to you - which I am doing, through
rhe good offices of cur emba in Stockholm - regarding the
programs of Leaching about the Holocaust, Cenocide, and problema

- affecting education about democracy in general.

1 am of cou aware of Lhe varieties of programs iniliated
by your Prime MinigLer and hig Leam regard: Leaching abuul the
Holocaust, and aboul the textbook being prepared, and neadlesg Lo
say, my colleagues and T are very app ive of Lhis effort.
You may rememher that I mel with Minister Thage Petergon when [
was in Sweden last Auquet, and T offered there our help in all
this, especially as regarde teacher Lraining. I wrote a
memorandus abont peseible cooperative projects which I am sure
you will Lind in your files. I am enclosing a copy here, just in
cage

I emphasized that we have no wish Lo Try o teach our
Gwedish [riends what to do and how to do il; but we do have some
experience, and we are in the procase of organizing an
internalional network of educab.ors, exchanging programs and
informak ion arding teaching aids, and looking at the results
of our efforte in the hope of lsarning from migtakes. Having reard
material regarding the plans now being execuled in your counlry
on these toipivs, let me mummarize very briefly where 1 think we
can be of rome help:

1. We have summer and winler inrernationsl teachsrs’ sewinars
whare the problems of teaching Lhe liolocaust are discussed (in
Rnglish} . We would very much welcome Swedish participation, along
with colleagues from many Furopean and non-Eurcpean countries wha
participate already.
2. I assume you will be planning teachers’ seminars on the
aubject in Sweden, and we would he happy, if you were interested,
to send one or Lwo persons from here to such seminars Lo rhara
our experiences with you.

3. We can gond you English-lanquage material on rcsaching Lhe
Holocaust. Obviously, you will mol use it ag il is, but it may
gerve ag a hackground Lo your own developing programe.

e-mail: research @yad-vashem.org.il

POB MITITRUSALEM 9I034 TEL, ATSIGNG  [AX. 8433511 oog 4781629 Do 91034 DDy 3477 10

YAD VASHEM The Holocsust Martyrs' and Herozs' Renembuance Authorily ez mxws yoen men D¥N T2 “\‘
The Internativaal Center for Holocanst Studies YN PN D130 Napn
Professen Yehoda Bauer. Director 2 PIALA WNI ORI AT e

4. We are developing multimedia CD Roms bo teach the Holocaust.
we will be happy to shars these wilh you.
We plan on having an intermational education forum meet hers
the swmer, to discuss networking sn educatiopal issues.
Collpagues from North America, Britain, @erwany, and some other
countries plan to partlcipate, and we would very much welcome
Swedish representation.

T am enclosing some relevant materials, T am aware of the
Riksdag meeting on Janvary 27, and of your intensive work on
these i1ssues. We will be happy Lo cocperate.

Very sincerely,

Yehuda Dausr

Fig. 4: Letter from
Professor Yehuda Bauer
to Swedish Director-
General for Political
Affairs Ulf Hjertonsson,
dated January 7, 1998.
Document in possession
of the author and

in the Yad Vashem
administrative archive.
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Mr, UIl Hjertonsson
Director-General for Political Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Regeringskansliet

FAX; 013-46-8723-1176

April 20, 1998

L~ My dear Mr. Hjertonsson,

Your letter of April | reached me only today, for seme reason, and
therefore Tam replying by fax..

1 shall be delighted to prepare a short presentation of what Yad Vashem is
doing in the sphere of education and how 1 see the issucs at hand

Now as to the agenda: as you know, we very much support the idea of
international cooperation on all issues of education, research and
publication, and we have created appropriate instruments for some, if not
most, of the topies that we all want to discuss in Stockholm. The addition
of Sweden, and its parlicipation in these efforts will be most welcome. The
proper ways and means of efTecting such cooperation should certainly be
further discussed, and the fact that our American friends will participate
should help. We are also in close touch with the British, and T wonder
whether you have invited Steven Sinith, the head of something called *Beth
Shalom’ (the House of Peace), a non-Jewish initiative, now very massively
involved in TTolocaust education in Britain. He is probably the most
impressive figure in TTolocaust edueation in Britain today, and T would
warmly recommend his participation. | am sure he can come on short
notice. Another crucial country is of course Germany. A very great deal is
being done there now, and they should not be lefi out.

A survey of existing programs in the different countries, and ways to
ameliorate them would, I think, be very useful, and Yad Vashem can
provide some of this information and perhaps suggest ways of getting what
is missing in this area,

A great deal is being done to preserve Holocaust survivors” testimonies:
the Spiclberg program has alrcady got well over 20.000 video interviews,

e-mail: research @ yad-vashem.org.il

OB, M77JERUSALEM 9134 ITL 6751600 FAKX. 6433511 DP9 6751409 D0 §1024 ooeny 3477 10

R
which will be deposited (in copies) al Yad Vashem and in Washington. In
addition, there arc th ol video testi ies el ., mainly in
Isracl and the 1S, and some 30.000 audios at Yad Vashem. The main
problem is nal the laking of these testi ics, bul their §zati
and analysis.
Visils to concentration camp sites are important, il they are properly .
prepared. If they arc not prepared properly, they can be a disaster. For thal
you need teachers, and for teachers vou noed teacher seminars and
university programs. [ dink we can il hing to that di

- as well.
On the Intemet you raise two separate issues: one, the use of Loternet for
spreading information and knowledge; the ather, the whole issue of
TTolecaust denial and nco-N which of course is not lmited to the
Internet. [ think we should discuss baoth issues, separatcly
The idea of governmenl conle sounds very ling. We have had
academic meetings, but never on a governmental level, andl that might be a
very useful change for Ihe better. [ am not, as you know, a polilician or 2
govermnmental Tep ive, s0 1 am expressing my view as an
independent academic: without govemmental involvement. we are doing
only half the july. In other words, | am with you on dais.
T am no expert on international police activities, but 1 think yon are quile
right 1o draw attention ta this, in the hope something can he done.
In sum, | personally, and Yad Vashem as an institution, will be happy 1o
cooperate. We asked the office of your Prime Minister (from which we got
the first invitation) to permit us to bring - at our expense - an educational
cxpert with me. Ms. Rachel Budd-Kaplan (whom you met al ow meeting
hete). 1 hope that can be arranped.

With warmest personal regards,

Fig. 5: Letter from
Professor Yehuda Bauer
to Swedish Director-
General for Political
Affairs Ulf Hjertonsson,
dated April 20, 1998.
Document in possession
of the author and

in the Yad Vashem
administrative archive.
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Prime Minister's Office

Press Release

28 Al 1998

The Stockholm Meeling on the Holocaust —
"...Tell ye your Children"

On Thursdag, § May, the Swedish Government is Ia bosl an internstional
meebng to discuss how conntries could eonperte in dissrminzie inlformation
abant the Halacanst. ‘The backgronnd 1o the meetng is the Swwedish Tiving
History project, the back eatitled .. Tall ya your Childten” and 3 prapreal for
meresael mrematienzl conperaton thar Prisne Minster Oiécan Dezssen made
i Jallers o Peesident Bill Clinton and Prime Minister Tony Blaic in Janvasy
thit pear.

Tht mectng will opct on the motng of 7 May wilh 2 saoivar will 2peabecs
representing the governments ol the TSA and the UKL Guesls Gom the USA
nchule Mr Bennett Froeman, Senier Adwiser to the Tnder Seceelary for
Feenamic and Business Afaies, M Stoary Fiventtal, whe hewds 1he
internatianal insestigatians intn Jeish assety, T William Stany,

Chief Hisrordan at the US Dapactment of Sate, and M1 Ralph Groheasld,
Divector of [rternal Affairs at the USA 1Telocaust Museum in Washiuglon.

Guests Fram the LK inch:de Mr Ansheny Lagden, Haad of the Westem
Tuioptan I’Jc;\J’l"' cot, FLOY, M5 Gill Benneir, Chicf L listodian at the Bairish
Foragn and Conunemwealth Chtice, D David Cesarani, Directrr of Shdias
arl Falucationzl Activtics at the Wienee Libzacy in Londoen, and Locd Janner,
Chairenan ol the Holocsnst Hebteational Trost in London, Prolessor

Yeheds Bauer from the Yad Vazshem Instingre and Mer. Fiphraim Znraff,
Diveetor 4t Sinen Wiezanthal Centra in 1zmel wilf alsa participate.

The sesmivar will be opened by the Prime Minisise. Gimn Parssan, and wil
close with 2 discussion led by the Minisies for Tmmigiant Iniegealion,
Lazs Engysist, The semary s open to representatives of the media.

In the afteznoon, the Stackhalm Meetng will crntinue wilh intzonal talks

between the pavetament delegations lec by UIF Hiertonssnn, Direetor General
free Paliccal AlGzire 21 the Minshy for Foreign Affairs. The purpose of these

talks is 1o fermulate s plan fur continued foint activitizg

‘The meating wil cloce with 2 press eanference at 16,00 m e Rosenbad
Conference Centre (Rovevlods Eenfereneentidd, whece the merting also will ke
plaze, enmance fron Deotmingzatan 1. A mare detailed programme foe the
rrmating woll be sent oul Teee, 1 il weill be required for those
aliending (he semia_and Gu pess vanference

&

ravasun mrrmeee
LA e Medrges 2-rhe

can mens faia

-
S

e teler
P I [t X

Fig. 6: Press Release from the Swedish Prime Minister’s Office, dated April
28, 1998. Document in possession of the author and in the Yad Vashem
administrative archive.



