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“Who sanctifies Israel 
and the festival seasons”

THE ADHERENCE 
TO JEWISH TIME 
DURING THE HOLOCAUST

ROSH HASHANAH
“The majority of the [Telz] ghetto’s inhabitants were women. Rosh Hashanah arrived. The women gathered 

in the old synagogue for the holiday prayers […] no one could be found to lead the service as shaliach 

tzibur [prayer leader] […] And suddenly a beautiful voice rang out: 'Bless the Lord, who is blessed!' And the 

congregation responded: 'Blessed is the Lord, who is blessed forever and ever.' Before the ark stood a young girl 

who prayed by heart […] like a true cantor, and the congregation was swept along with her. The girl also blew 

the shofar. She cupped her hands to her mouth in the shape of a shofar and produced the sounds of the blasts: 

tekiah, shevarim, teruah—like a perfect ba‘al toke’a [shofar blower] blowing a real shofar. ”

Chasiah Gring-Goldberg, The Telz Book: A Memorial to a Holy Community, 
published by the Association of Survivors from Telz in Israel.

In 1943, on Rosh Hashanah, Shimon and Isabella 
Dasberg were sent with their four children from 
Amsterdam to Westerbork, from which they were 
deported to Bergen-Belsen.

A year later Tzipora wrote her parents a card that 
read: “Most unfortunately, we are still here. And now 
we cannot celebrate, we do not have […] apples and 
honey, and we cannot even blow the shofar [ram’s horn 
blown during the High Holidays]. But […] even without 
apples and honey, this year will be good and sweet for 
us.” Shimon and Isabella succumbed to the camp’s 
grim conditions and died in February 1945. The four 
orphaned siblings were put on the “Lost Train” to the 
Theresienstadt ghetto and Raphael, the youngest 
sibling, died in the train car during the harrowing 
journey. The prisoners on the train were ultimately 
liberated by the Red Army in Tröbitz, Germany.

Naftali Stern of Satu Mare was deported with his family to Auschwitz, where he was separated from his wife 
and four little children. His entire family was murdered upon arrival at the camp and he was later sent to the 
Wolfsberg labor camp. He wrote the Rosh Hashanah prayers from memory using a pencil stub on shreds of 
cement bags that he had bought in exchange for precious bread rations. “I wrote this so that I wouldn’t make 
a mistake, to the best of my recollection because I remember the prayers as a baal tefillah [member of the 
congregation who publicly reads prayers] who prayed for many years."

On Rosh Hashanah, Stern, who had been a cantor in the city of Satu Mare, served as prayer leader in the holiday 
services. Naftali Stern kept the pages with the prayers on his person until he was liberated in May 1945. After 
the war, he kept reading the prayers from those pages regularly every Rosh Hashanah.
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Rosh Hashanah card that Tzipora-Fani Dasberg wrote in the Bergen-Belsen camp 
to her parents Shimon and Isabella on the eve of Rosh Hashanah 5705 (1944)

Yad Vashem Archives, gift of Tzipora Shtal (Fani Dasberg) 

Prayers for Rosh Hashanah 5705 (1944), which Naftali Stern wrote on 
scraps of paper cement bags in the Wolfsberg labor camp in Silesia, Poland.

Yad Vashem Archives, gift of Naftali Stern

HANUKKAH
"At the end of '43, I decided to commit suicide […] At night, when everyone was asleep in my block, I left 

the block and started running toward the barbed wire […] In that moment, as I was running, I suddenly 

heard a stirring rendition of 'Ma'oz Tzur Yeshuati' [Rock of Ages, Hanukkah song]. The men from the 

Sonderkommando were singing as they returned from work […] In that moment, when I heard that song, 

it was as if someone had planted me in the ground […] I returned to the barracks the way I came. 

That night, I decided that I would stay alive." 

Excerpt from the testimony of Yitzhak Cohen from Thessaloniki, Greece, about the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp 

The Scheinowitz family from 
Leipzig, Germany, had gone to the 
Netherlands as refugees in 1938. The 
four daughters were put on a ship to 
England via the Kindertransport and 
the Dutch authorities imprisoned the 
parents with their son in Westerbork 
as enemy nationals. Selig worked as 
a baker in the camp, and his work 
kept his family from being deported 
to the extermination camps. After the 
war, all of the family members were 
ultimately reunited in Amsterdam.

Hanukkah menorah (candelabrum) made by Selig Scheinowitz in the Westerbork transit camp, 
the Netherlands, in 1940.

Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of Dvora and Nahmann Scheinowitz

A candle-lighting ceremony marking the seventh night of Hanukkah in the Westerbork 
transit camp, the Netherlands, December 1943. Leo Blumensohn lit the candles.

Yad Vashem Photo Archive
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SHABBAT
“Shabbat lunch is different from every other day of the week. We eat ghetto-flavored cholent. This cholent 

contained pearl barley and potatoes, seasoned with some sort of black oil. Despite everything, I remember its 

taste, wonderfully delicious. During Seudah Shlishit, the third meal, my father would tell us legends about the Land 

of Israel, just like in the old days. The days of Shabbat were the only days when it seemed as though we were not 

hungry, even though we did not eat enough to be full. The unique atmosphere of Shabbat, the elevation of spirit 

and the holiness probably contributed to the illusion that we felt full.” 

Bracha Horowicz, Warsaw ghetto, in: Aviva Karwasser Sadan, Lichyot al Kav Haketz, Testimony Notebooks, 
Ghetto Fighters’ House Museum, 1995 (translated from the Hebrew).

Kabbalat Shabbat (Friday evening services) at a children's home in the Łódź ghetto, Poland 

Łódź State Archive (Archiwum Państwowe w Łodzi)

Wooden goblet intended for use in the Havdalah ceremony marking the end of the 
Sabbath, and a pair of candlesticks made by Moshe Mosler of Antwerp during his 

family’s time in the Pyrenees Mountains in southern France. 

Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of Yaakov Marom (Mosler)

An image of a Havdalah candle, a Star of David, the word “Zion” and a sun are carved into the goblet, as well as 
excerpts from the Havdalah blessings: “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid. He who 
separates the holy from the ordinary, who separates light from darkness.”
The candlesticks feature a quote from a Shabbat poem written by Haim Nahman Bialik: “The sun o’er the trees 
is no longer seen; come, let us go and greet the Sabbath queen.” 

In 1924, Moshe and Clara Mosler moved from Oradea in Transylvania to Antwerp, Belgium, where both their 
children were born. Moshe made a living as a Hebrew teacher at the Tachkemoni school in Antwerp. When the 
Germans invaded Belgium in May 1940, the Moslers fled to southern France. Moshe made the wooden goblet 
during this time. In 1942 the Moslers were sent to the Gurs internment camp. In 1943, they managed to acquire 
false papers and were released from Gurs, enabling them to go back into hiding in the villages. Moshe made 
the candlesticks in this period. They survived until the liberation and returned to Belgium. With time all the 
family members immigrated to Eretz Israel (Mandatory Palestine).

PASSOVER
"And on that night, Monday night—the first night of the Uprising—they were still holding the Seder in the ghetto.

Somewhere, deep in the bunkers, in the deserted apartments visited only at intervals […] it was the last time Jews 

would sit around a set table. They read from the Haggadah […] Like the sages of Bnei Brak, the Jews of Warsaw 

recalled the miracles of the Exodus from Egypt and spoke of the revolt. […] They knew their fate was sealed—

annihilation on the threshold of redemption. They sang and wept. Old and young together, they united in their 

imagination with their ancestors' war of liberation.” 

Rachel Auerbach, Behutzot Warsha: 1939–1943, Am Oved, Tel Aviv, 1954 (translated from the Hebrew)

The children’s home in Tavannes was 
named Le Chalet. A Jewish way of life 
was upheld there, and the children kept 
the Sabbath and celebrated the Jewish 
holidays. The residents of the children’s 
home, who came from France, Belgium and 
Italy, went to school with the children of the 
village, took hikes in nature and engaged in 
a variety of activities. One of the residents 
of the children’s home was a boy around 
the age of fourteen named Bruno who was 
given a corner in the children’s home where 
he could indulge his woodworking hobby. 
When the war was over and before the 
residents of the children’s home dispersed, 
Bruno built a wooden matzah and Seder 
plate stand, which he gave to Salomon Wolf 
as a farewell gift.

Stand for matzah (unleavened bread) and the Seder (ritual Passover dinner) plate made by a child named 
Bruno in a children’s home in Tavannes, Switzerland. Jewish children were smuggled into the children’s 

home, run by Salomon and Julienne Wolf, during the Holocaust.

Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of Shmuel Wolf

Passover Haggadah that Elimelech Landau wrote and illustrated according to a text that his father 
Shemaryahu dictated to him from memory while their family was hiding in Borysław, Poland. 

Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of Pinhas and Yaron Landau

The Landaus—Shemaryahu, Sarah and their children—lived in the city of Borysław, Poland. In February 
1943, ahead of the final liquidation of the city’s Jews, the Landaus realized that the only way to survive was 
by escaping the ghetto. Anna Kościółko agreed to hide them in her home on the outskirts of the city. The 
Kościółko family dedicatedly cared for the Jews in hiding: “As the Passover holiday approached, [the Kościółko 
family] generously agreed to kasher their oven on the eve of Passover and to allow us to bake kosher matzah 
[unleavened bread] from wheat kernels that they provided us, which we ground in a small coffee grinder, and 
they stood watch outside so that no neighbor or guest of any kind would surprise us while baking the matzah!” 

In 1993, Anna Kościółko and her daughters were recognized as Righteous Among the Nations.
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CALENDARS

"To every thing there is a season, 
a time for every purpose under heaven" Ecclesiastes, 1, 3

"Even the Muselmann on the verge of death would muster the 

strength to keep living when he was told in whispers about an 

approaching holiday, like Purim or Yom Kippur. Only a Holocaust 

survivor can appreciate that.”

Rabbi Isaac Avigdor

Determining the Hebrew calendar is in the purview of the certified rabbinic courts, based on the new moon and astronomical 
calculations that have been passed down from generation to generation. 

Celestial objects were not created strictly to signify seasons and rhythms, but also to serve as a link connecting humankind 
to the Creator of the universe. By stipulating special zmanim (times to recite specific prayers), such as reciting prayers 
at fixed times of the day, saying blessings for various events and observing holidays, Judaism makes ordinary time holy 
and adds a spiritual element to everyday life.

The Jewish cycle of time is also expressed on the Sabbath, which recurs on a weekly basis and is uniquely characterized 
by rest and spiritual renewal. The holidays indicate high points of the year, and many holidays are also related to 
historical events in Jewish history and contain a message about fundamental values.

It is very important to calculate the zmanim accurately because this determines the rhythm of Jewish life. It also serves 
as a guarantee that even in calamitous times, all Jewish communities will still be able to observe the holidays at the 
same time.

Shlomo Joseph Sheiner, his wife Alta Chaya and their four children spent approximately one year roaming from 
one hideout to another until they reached Matjas Franciszek, a Polish farmer who agreed to hide them in a narrow 
walled-off space that he had built on the edge of his house. During the twenty-seven months they spent in this hiding 
place, they prayed with their tefillin (phylacteries) and they also wrote down prayers and the entire Book of Psalms 
from memory in notebooks that the farmer had given them. Shlomo Joseph formulated the calendar for 5703–5704 
(1942–1944) based on his own calculations. Matjas Franciszek was later recognized by Yad Vashem as Righteous 
Among the Nations.

Calendar (in Hebrew, Yiddish and Polish) formulated and decorated by Shlomo Joseph Sheiner while he was in hiding.
Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of the Sheiner family
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SIMCHAT TORAH
“Soon the rumor took flight: the shoemaker had managed to smuggle a small Torah scroll into the camp! […] 

Then came the night of Simchat Torah. Excitement ran high. From all the barracks, people gathered quietly 

and came to the barracks where the Torah scroll was hidden […] This is how an eyewitness described what 

happened that night: 'That evening, on Simchat Torah, we held hakafot [processions] inside our barracks. 

Strange hakafot indeed […] Each person who entered the barracks would walk around the wooden bunk 

that concealed our great treasure. When he reached the spot, he would bend down and kiss the parchment.'”  

From the testimony of Noach Edelist, Yad Vashem Archives 

Members of the Zionist Youth Front and the Tehiya movements celebrating 
the Simchat Torah holiday in the Łódź ghetto, Poland, 1943.

Yad Vashem Photo Archive

Pair of rimonim (Torah finials) that were looted during the November Pogrom 
(“Kristallnacht”) from the Adas Yisroel synagogue in Nürnberg, Germany, with the 

dedication “Gift of Jakob and Bertha Weinschenk.”

Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of the Bueller and Simkovitch families 

The rimonim were stolen during the November Pogrom (”Kristallnacht”) and ended up in a smelting plant in the 
city of Fürth, near Nürnberg, where silver items from robbed Jews were amassed. More than fifty years after 
the pogrom, the rimonim were discovered in the estate of a plant employee who had taken and kept them until 
her death. German historian Rolf Rossmeisl tracked down the descendants of Jakob and Bertha Weinschenk 
and informed them that the rimonim had been located. In a festive ceremony that was held in the Weinschenks’ 
hometown of Windsbach, the pair of rimonim were returned some fifty years after they were stolen.

SHAVUOT
“Thousands upon thousands of liberated Jews crowded into the specially vacated block for the first postwar 

Jewish service to be held on the soil of defeated Germany […] As Chaplain Schechter intoned the Evening Prayers, 

all the inmates in and outside the block stood in silence re-accepting the Torah whose people, message and 

purpose Hitler's Germany had attempted to destroy.” 

Excerpt from The Yellow Star: A Boy's Story of Auschwitz and Buchenwald by Simcha Bunem Unsdorfer, 
The Toby Press, 2014, used with permission of The Toby Press LLC and Koren Publishers Jerusalem Ltd.

Post-liberation Shavuot holiday services in the Buchenwald displaced persons camp led by Rabbi Herschel Schacter, 
a US army chaplain. Israel Meir Lau, seen here as a child, eventually became Chief Rabbi of Israel.

Yad Vashem Photo Archive

Small Torah scroll that Leah Dimand née Lerner took with her when she and her family 
were deported from the city of Czernowitz to Transnistria. 

Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of Haim Koren

Leah’s father, Rabbi Avraham Lerner, was the rabbi of the Jewish community of Lipcani (located in present-day 
Moldova). In the early twentieth century, his aunt who lived in America sent him this small Torah scroll as a gift 
and a memento. When the war broke out, Rabbi Lerner and his wife were killed. Their daughter Leah, who lived 
in Czernowitz with her husband Yitzhak Dimand and their three children, kept the Torah scroll.

In the summer of 1941, the Dimands were incarcerated in the Czernowitz ghetto and led from there to 
Transnistria, beyond the Dniester River. Their belongings were searched during the move and all their valuables 
were taken away, including the Torah scroll. A gold watch that Leah had hidden in her clothes went undetected, 
but she insisted that the Romanian gendarmes return the Torah scroll in exchange for it. Leah’s husband 
Yitzhak died shortly after reaching Transnistria, leaving her alone with the three children. They survived, but 
when Transnistria was liberated, Leah’s son joined the Red Army, served in combat in 1945 and was killed in 
action. Leah's daughter Malka kept the Torah scroll and immigrated to Israel with her husband Haim Koren, 
who ultimately donated the Torah scroll to Yad Vashem.   
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PURIM
"As the Fast of Esther ended, we all gathered at the appointed hour on the 'upper level' of the barracks, and from 

the excitement and joy that was evident in us, some of the woeful camp prisoners who lived in the lower levels 

felt it too. 'We too want to take revenge on that wicked Haman!' Dim eyes sparkled with a final flash of faith and 

hope [...] When we finished reading the Megillah with the words “Shoshanat Yaakov Tzahala Vesamecha” [Rose 

of Jacob, shout and rejoice], the song burst enthusiastically from our lips, until it seemed to us that the whole 

Buchenwald camp was holding its breath, listening to us […] The next morning we rose again and dragged our feet 

as before, and yet we felt as though something in the camp’s atmosphere had changed. Because we dared to say 

“Cursed be Haman,” […] the terrible oppression that hung over us seemed to ease somewhat.” 

Yaakov Frenkel, from: Moshe Prager, “Those Who Did Not Surrender: The History of the Hasidic Rebellion Movement 
in the Ghettos — with the addition of a Brief History of the Holocaust in Europe in 100 Dates, The Scroll of the 

Holocaust, and Appendices, Part B,” Netzach Publishing, Bnei Brak, 1963 (Translated from the Hebrew).

The Corcos family fled Florence for 
Casablanca after Italy enacted race laws 
and imposed restrictions on Italian Jews. As 
the men of the family were Italian nationals, 
the authorities sent them to a POW camp 
in 1940. They were released after the Vichy 
regime was established in France, although 
then the French authorities in Morocco 
began to issue decrees regarding the Jews, 
sparking fears that they would face a fate 
similar to the Jews of Europe. Fortunately 
for them, the Jewish community was saved 
thanks to the rapid liberation of North Africa 
by the Allied powers in 1943. After the war, 
the Corcos family immigrated to Eretz Israel 
(Mandatory Palestine).

“Megillat Hitler” printed on paper. The seven-chapter scroll was written in Morocco by Asher-Prosper 
Hassine and describes the history of the Jewish communities of North Africa from Hitler’s rise to power 

until the Allied liberation of the region. The plot of the “Megillat Hitler” parallels the plot of the biblical 
Book of Esther and reflects the sense that the Jews were once more experiencing an existential threat, 

but would survive again.

Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of Alberto Corcos
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Purim gragger (noisemaker) that Kalman Michenmacher made as a present for his son Marcel on 
26 August 1941, while he was interned in the Beaune-la-Rolande camp, France. 

Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of the family of Marcel Michenmacher

Kalman and his wife Anne immigrated from Poland to France before the war and settled in Paris, where their 
son Marcel was born. Kalman was arrested on 14 May 1941, during the operation to arrest foreign Jews and 
was deported to the Beaune-la-Rolande camp. In the camp, he made the gragger as a souvenir for his son. 
In late August, Kalman was released from the camp for medical reasons, but he was arrested again during 
the Vel’ d’Hiv roundup on 16 July 1942, along with his wife. They were deported to Auschwitz and murdered. 
Marcel, who as a native-born Frenchman was not deported, kept the gragger as a memento of his parents.

SUKKOT
“An etrog [citron] and lulav [palm branch] from the 'previous year,' brought by a Jew from the city of Łódź on one 

of the deportations that arrived shortly before the festival of Sukkot, enabled thousands in the city of death 

[Auschwitz] to fulfill the commandments of the holiday. The willow branches were picked from the banks of 

the river near the camp […] Even the commandment of dwelling in the sukkah was fulfilled by the prisoners in 

that dreadful camp […] A temporary sukkah, constructed according to halachic requirements, was erected right 

under the noses of the German guards […] many Jews risked their lives, entering the sukkah with a piece of 

bread the size of an olive (k’zayit) in order to recite the blessing: To dwell in the sukkah.” 

As told by Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Meislish, Beit Yaakov Monthly, no. 5 (Tishrei 5720 / 1959).

Yehezkel-Bela Lax was born in Budapest 
in 1922. He was conscripted into the 
Hungarian labor service, where he died. 
His younger sister Aranka was confined 
in the Budapest ghetto, survived the war, 
and ultimately immigrated to Israel in 
1948. After the death of another brother 
who had survived and was living in 
Budapest, Aranka went to his home and 
found the decoration that their brother 
had drawn. She kept it as a memento 
of Yehezkel, whose cause of death and 
place of burial are unknown.

Sukkah (booth with an open roof made of branches and leaves) decoration made by Yehezkel-Bela Lax 
from Budapest, Hungary, in the 1940s before he was conscripted into the Hungarian labor service.

The decoration is illustrated with the symbols of the Ushpizin (traditional Sukkot guests): Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Aaron, Joseph and David.

Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of Zahava-Aranka (Lax) Biber 

Jews at synagogue holding the ritual Four Species during the Sukkot holiday 
in the Łódź ghetto, Poland

Łódź State Archive (Archiwum Państwowe w Łodzi) 
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THE HOLOCAUST

The Holocaust (Shoah) was the anti-Jewish campaign initiated by Nazi Germany in the years 1933-
1945, culminating in an unprecedented, systematic genocide with the aim of totally obliterating 
the Jewish people and Judaism itself. The primary motivation for the Holocaust was the Nazis’ 
antisemitic racist ideology, according to which the Jews endangered Germany and the human 
race as a whole. 

From 1933 onwards, Nazi Germany implemented anti-Jewish policies, which escalated in Germany, 
occupied countries and collaborating states during World War II. Measures included dispossession 
of rights and property, social isolation, segregation, concentration in ghettos, starvation and 
conscription for forced labor. 

In the summer of 1941, the invasion of the USSR brought with it the advent of systematic mass-
murder, and within a short time Nazi policy had developed into a comprehensive murder operation 
known as “The Final Solution to the Jewish Question.” 

By the end of World War II in 1945, close to six million Jews had been murdered.

Deportation from the Warsaw ghetto to the Treblinka and Majdanek extermination camps following the suppression of the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising. April-May 1943
National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, USA

Photograph depicting German 
policemen executing Jews, which 
a German soldier sent from the 
front.  On the back of the photo, 
he wrote: "Jews during an Aktion, 
Ivangorod, Ukraine, 1942."
United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, courtesy of Jerzy 
Tomaszewski

Since its founding in 1953, Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust Remembrance Center located on the Mount of Remembrance 
in Jerusalem, has been dedicated to preserving the memory of the Holocaust. Through its collections, documentation, 
research and education about the horrors of the Holocaust, Yad Vashem aims to instill the significance of the Holocaust 
in the coming generations.

This exhibition is based on a permanent exhibition displayed in the Yad Vashem Synagogue, curated by Michael Tal, 
Director of the Artifacts Department, Museums Division.
Production: Traveling Exhibitions Section, Museums Division, Yad Vashem
Consultation: International Institute for Holocaust Research, Yad Vashem
Design: Graphics Studio, Commemoration, Culture and Public Engagement Division, Yad Vashem
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“WHO SANCTIFIES ISRAEL 
AND THE FESTIVAL SEASONS” From Jewish liturgy

The Nazis and their collaborators had total control over time in the reality that they imposed on the Jews during 
the Holocaust. Life was so harrowing that sometimes the distinction between days and nights, and even between 
weeks and months became blurred.

As part of the process of dehumanization, the Nazis robbed the Jews of the ability to be masters of their own 
time, and to maintain their way of life according to the zmanim (times to recite specific prayers) and the Jewish 
calendar.

Testimonies and items that survived the Holocaust reveal the determination to continue observing the Jewish 
holidays and special days even in times of persecution. Artifacts that were actually made and preserved amid the 
destruction, the deportations and the death are an expression of devotion to upholding Halacha (Jewish law) and 
maintaining Jewish identity under dire and untenable conditions. Even amid total subjugation, degrading laws, 
forced labor, decrees and Aktionen, many sought to cling to the cycles of Jewish time and life as an anchor of 
strength and faith.

Jews wrote calendars by hand and observed the Sabbath and holidays in secret, creating a way to rise above 
the Nazi-imposed time frame and to return to historic, sacred Jewish time. This observance connected them to 
the present moment and to the Jewish chain of generations, to its legacy of tribulations and redemption. The 
knowledge that the Jewish people had overcome severe hardship before and survived made it easier for many 
Jews to cope in their own time, transforming their suffering into yet another chapter in an age-old saga.

Formulating calendars was a particularly complex task: in the absence of books or the ability to perform 
astronomical calculations, some managed to rely on orally conveyed traditional knowledge and on improvised 
calculations to make accurate calendars at great personal risk. Handmade calendars and holiday dates that had 
been passed on by word of mouth made it possible for the inhabitants of the ghettos, the prisoners in the camps, 
those in hiding and those who were roaming to clandestinely observe the Sabbath and Jewish holidays despite 
their isolation and distress.

Observing and remembering the holidays was a symbol of resilience and resistance to the imposed reality, a 
means of fortifying the spirit and sustaining hope for the future.

Yad Vashem's Museums Division works to the best of its ability to locate the rights holders and owners of the photographs, films, 
quotations and other works included in the display. 

The use of the works included in the display is done, among other things, according to Section 27A of the Copyright Law, 2007, Israel. 
If you are the copyright owner of any of the works and request that we cease to make use of them, or if you have additional information 
about the copyright holders of materials included in the display, please e-mail Yad Vashem: museums@yadvashem.org.il.

Calendar for the year 5704 (1943–1944), made in Theresienstadt by Asher Berlinger, who was 
sent to the ghetto from the city of Schweinfurt, Germany. Cantor Avraham-Adolf Hellmann 
used this calendar in Theresienstadt, where he had been sent from Brno, Czechoslovakia.
Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of Charlotte Hellmann-Lederer

Before the war, Asher Berlinger was a cantor in the Jewish community of 
Schweinfurt, Germany. In 1942, Asher and his wife Berta were sent to the 
Theresienstadt ghetto. They had previously managed to send their daughters 
to England on a Kindertransport. On 28 September 1944, Berlinger was 
deported to Auschwitz and murdered. His wife was deported to Auschwitz a 
short while after him on 6 October 1944, and met the same fate.

YOM KIPPUR
“We approached the synagogue, and behold, it was filled to capacity. Everyone was wrapped in prayer shawls, 

pale and bowed over. At that time, it was already forbidden to hold public prayers […] There was much weeping, 

deep pleading, and yearning […] But this time there was a heavy sense that the verdict fated for this year would 

be harsher than ever before.”

From: Shalom Eilati, Lahatzot et Hanahar, Yad Vashem, Carmel, Jerusalem, 2000 
(Translated from the Hebrew)

Avraham Hellmann married Charlotte Wohlmuth in 1918. They 
made their home in Nikolsburg, Czechoslovakia, where they 
had their children. Hellmann was a cantor and the founder 
of the Nikolsburg Jewish Museum of Bohemia and Moravia. 
In December 1941, Avraham, Charlotte and their youngest 
daughter were sent to Theresienstadt. Avraham became a 
member of the ghetto’s Hevra Kadisha (Jewish burial society) 
and also served as a cantor for prayers that were held in the 
men’s barracks. In her testimony, Charlotte later recalled: "It 
was the eve of Yom Kippur. My husband said: ‘Now it's time 
to pray’ […] When my husband began to pray aloud, a bitter 
cry burst forth from all the men and women there […] I must 
note that for two days without sleep, people sat on suitcases. 
Whoever wanted to join in the prayers on Yom Kippur, could. 
My beloved husband recited the prayer Unetaneh Tokef 
[Let us declare the awesome sanctity of this day] and an 
old man—I think he was a rabbi from Slovakia—took off his 
shoes and, weeping in a frightening manner, recited the Viduy 
[confession]." In September 1944, Avraham was deported to 
Auschwitz and murdered. His daughter Lily was also deported 
to Auschwitz, and was murdered close to liberation. Charlotte 
remained in Theresienstadt until it was liberated, and survived. 
She immigrated to Eretz Israel (Mandatory Palestine) in 1946, 
where she reunited with her two remaining children.

Shofar (ram’s horn blown during the High Holidays) that cantor Avraham-
Adolf Hellmann of Nikolsburg, Czechoslovakia, took with him when he was 

sent to Theresienstadt. He blew this shofar during the Jewish High Holidays 
in 5705 (1944), and he was deported to Auschwitz and murdered the day 

after Yom Kippur that year.

Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of Charlotte Hellman-Lederer

Copy of abridged Yom Kippur prayers made by detainees in the Saint-Cyprien camp, 
France in 1940, which Ludwig Friedmann received in the camp.

Yad Vashem Artifacts Collection, gift of Martin Friedmann 

Ludwig Friedmann lived in Mainz, Germany. In August 1939, he fled to Belgium. On 10 May 1940, Ludwig was 
arrested in Brussels and sent to the Saint-Cyprien camp in southern France, where he received one of the 
copies of the abridged Yom Kippur prayers. From Saint-Cyprien he was transferred to the Gurs camp. A while 
later he was sent to Les Milles camp and was deported via the Drancy transit camp to Auschwitz in August 
1942, where he was murdered. Ludwig Friedmann managed to send the pages of the prayer book to his son in 
Switzerland.
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