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Order by Fischer on the Establishment of a Ghetto 

in Warsaw, October 2, 1940 
 

1. On the basis of the Regulation for Restrictions on Residence in the 

Generalgouvernement of September 13, 1940 (V.Bl.G.G.I., p. 288), a Jewish quarter 

is to be formed in the city of Warsaw, in which the Jews living in the city of Warsaw, 

or still to move there, must take up residence. The [Jewish] quarter will be set off 

from the rest of the city by the following streets: [here follows a list of streets and 

sections of streets]. 

 

2. Poles residing in the Jewish quarter must move their domicile into the other part of 

the city by October 31, 1940. Apartments will be provided by the Housing Office of 

the Polish City Hall. 

Poles who have not given up their apartments in the Jewish quarter by the above 

date will be forcibly moved. In the event of a forcible removal they will be permitted 

to take only refugee [style] luggage ( Fluechtlingsgepaeck ), bed-linen, and articles of 

sentimental value. 

Poles are not permitted to move into the German quarter. 

 

3. Jews living outside the Jewish quarter must move into the Jewish area of residence 

by October 31, 1940. They may take only refugee luggage and bed-linen. Apartments 

will be allocated by the Jewish Elder ( Judenaeltester ). 

 

4. The Appointed Mayor of the Polish City Hall and the Jewish Elder are responsible 

for the orderly move of the Jews to the Jewish quarter, and the punctual move of the 

Poles away from the Jewish quarter, in accordance with a plan yet to be worked out, 

which will provide for the evacuation by stages of the individual Police districts. 

 

5. The Representative of the District Governor of the city of Warsaw will give the 

necessary detailed instructions to the Jewish Elder for the establishing and permanent 

closure of the Jewish quarter. 
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6. The Representative of the District Governor of the city of Warsaw will issue 

regulations for the execution of this Decree. 

 

7. Any person contravening this Decree, or the Regulations for its execution, will be 

punished in accordance with the existing laws on punishment. 

 

Head of the Warsaw District 

Dr. Fischer 

Governor 

 

Eksterminacja , pp. 95-97. 

 

Source: Documents on the Holocaust, Selected Sources on the Destruction of the 

Jews of Germany and Austria, Poland, and the Soviet Union, Y. Arad, Y. Gutman, 

A. Margaliot (editors), Yad Vashem, 1981, pp. 220-221. 

 

  

 

 

 


